
 
 

State of Arizona 

   
Janice K. Brewer                                          Office of the Governor                                      Main Phone: 602-542-4331 
       Governor                                          1700 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ  85007                  Facsimile: 602-542-7601 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     CONTACT:  Ann Dockendorff  
January 7, 2012         (602) 542-1361 
           adockendorff@az.gov 
 
 

Statement by Governor Brewer 
 

 “This week, Arizona said goodbye to a hero in every sense of the word. Pfc. Keith Little, President of 
the Navajo Code Talkers Association and one of its most prominent remaining members, passed away in Fort 
Defiance at the age of 87.  
 
 “Pfc. Little joined the Marines when he was 17, stirred to service by the shocking attack on Pearl Harbor 
and guided by his passion to protect and serve this nation. He was one of hundreds of Navajos recruited by the 
Marine Corps and trained to use the code language that would play an instrumental role in WWII and save 
countless American lives. 
 
 “As Arizonans and Americans, we are forever indebted to Pfc. Little for his service, his strength and his 
honor to the United States. On this day that he is laid to rest, let us all take a moment to offer our gratitude and 
prayers for Pfc. Little, his family and his fellow Code Talkers.” 
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